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the flocks and the camels, while ye carry back the
Prophet of the Lord unto your homes ? Nay, I will
not leave you for ever. If all mankind went one
way, and the men of Medina went another way, verily
I would go the way of the men of Medina. The
Lord be favourable unto them, and bless them, and
their sons, and their sons5 sons, for ever! " And the
u Helpers " wept upon their beards, and cried with
one voice, cs Yea, we are well satisfied, 0 Prophet,
with our lot/1 To retain the allegiance of the Refu-
gees and the Helpers was never a trouble to Moham-
mad; the only difficulty was to rein in their zeal
and hold them back from doing things of blood and
vengeance on the enemies of Islam. To prevent the
danger of jealousy between the Refugees and the
Helpers, Mohammad assigned each Refugee to one of
the Ansar to be his brother; and this tie of gossipry
superseded all nearer ties, till Mohammad saw the
time of its usefulness was over. The third party
in Medina was that of the " Disaffected," or in the
language of Islam the "Hypocrites'" (Munafikun)^
This was composed of the large body of men who
gave in their nominal allegiance to Mohammad and
his religion when they saw they could not safely
withstand his power, but who were always ready to
turn about if they thought there was a chance of his
overthrow* Mohammad treated these men and their
leader 'Abclallah ibn Ubayy (who himself aspired to
the sovrauty of Medina) with patient courtesy and
friendliness, and, though they actually deserted him
more than once at vitally critical moments, he never